SRI PARASARA BHATTA D 79

end of every kalpa the Lord retains the Vedic texts
in the form of samskara-s (latent impressions) and at
the time of creation He recollects and teaches them to
Brahma. That is why the Veda-s are without any
authorship and this accounts for their authority. According
to Parasara the six anga-s of the Veda-3 such as Siksa,
Vyakarana, Chandas etc., and sciences like Nyaya and
Mimamsa  and the Smrti-s and Parana's follow the
Vedic authority and form effective means, of realising
the goal of life (sl. 17-18).

The Veda-s are of utmost authority. Of decreasing
order of importance are Smrti-s, Itihasa-s, Pu.ra.na.-s,
Nyaya. and the like. The entire Purvabhaga of the Veda
and the subsidiary texts constitute the means of
worshipping the Lord. The latter part of the Veda-s,
that is, the Upamsad-s speaks at length about the object
or the goal of worship, namely, the Lord Himself,
possessed of innumerable auspicious qualities, of
unsurpassed glory and unfailing will. This point has been
elaborated by Lord Krsna in the Gfta itself.90

' Parasara is of the firm opinion that neither the
performance of sacrifices, nor their latent power, nor
the apurva that arises, nor even the grace of the manes
and minor gods bring the results desired by the performers
of those acts. He is thereby refuting the views of Bhatta-s
and Prabhakara-s. The orthodox view, however is that
the performance of the japa-s, homa-s, etc., known as
ista and acts such as constructing temples, tanks, etc.,
known as purta ultimately bear fruit only by the Lord's
grace and not by any other extraneous factors. Even
these very acts constitute the command of the Lord (sl.
20). Parasara further points out that the nitya and
naimittika (obligatory and occassional) rites of the Veda-s
are known as the ajnavidhi-s (commandments), and the